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A Quarter Century of Wesleyan Methodist 
Mission in Aotearoa-New Zealand
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A remarkable account of 
the first 25 years of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church 
of Aotearoa-New Zealand

Born out of ecclesial disruption, 
deep Biblical and theological 
conviction, and a compelling 
sense of mission, the honoured 
‘Wesleyan’ name was chosen 
once more for this renewal 
movement of Methodism.

This is a story of indigenous 
vision, courageous evangelism, 
and vibrant church planting. 
From small beginnings, a 
multi-cultural network of 
congregations emerged, 
enabling the evangelical voice of 
Rev. John Wesley to once again 
be heard in Aotearoa 
New Zealand.

Foreshadowing changes in 
global Methodism—particularly 
in the United States—this journey 
reflects a movement shaped 
by people-focused outreach, 
intergenerational discipleship, 
and a strong ecumenical spirit. In 
one of the most secular societies 
in the South Pacific and the 
world, this Church continues to 
offer a compelling witness to 
the transforming grace of Jesus 
Christ.

Transformed People, 
Churches & Communities 
Overflowing with the 
Grace and Holiness of 
Jesus Christ

Grace Upon Grace
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Lay leaders and Ministers Share Struggle and 

New Life from 1990s New Zealand Methodism

Let the
Voices Speak
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The Methodist Church of New Zealand went 

through a defi ning crisis in the late 1990s.

This book shares personal accounts from a 

wide range of lay members and ministers - 

mostly in leadership positions within their 

congregations - about what happened to 

them and their congregations at that time. 

These are personal stories describing their 

wrestling with Biblical and theological issues 

as liberal and radical agendas were imposed 

from national conference level, and how 

evangelical people and their congregations 

were compelled to respond.

Written close to the time of the late 1990s 

crisis - and eventual exclusion of most 

evangelicals from the Methodist Church 

of New Zealand - this book contributes in 

a unique way to understanding the key 

issues and lessons of a schism in a long-

established denomination.

25 years later, these lessons are relevant 

for all Christians as Biblical truth and 

theological orthodoxy are still regularly 

challenged in New Zealand’s diverse and 

often secularising society. The content of 

this book provides an insight to the truth 

that Christ centredness and Bible honouring 

mission always prevail in the end.
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Book Launch
7.30pm, Tues 25 November, The Well Church

364 Colombo St, Sydenham, Christchurch
  

The Canterbury book launch of 'Grace Upon Grace', the new 
25-year history of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand and 'Let the Voices Speak', the story of lay leaders 

and ministers sharing struggle and new life from 1990s NZ 
Methodism, which led to many new church plants including 

Grace Vineyard and The Well.

Rev Dr Richard Waugh, National Superintendent Emeritus, 
with Rev Dr Clint Ussher.

 
Special book launch prices:

Grace Upon Grace   $30
Let the Voices Speak $15

Both books $40

All welcome for supper and brief formalities. 


